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UM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD WINNERS
MISSOULA--
Six University of Montana alumni, including a television producer, a Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund executive, a movie and television actor, an attorney, a medical magazine editor and a 
bank president, have been selected as the 1971 Distinguished Service Award winners by the 
University of Montana Alumni Association.
The presentations will be made during the 1971 Homecoming activities Oct. 21-25 on the 
Missoula campus.
Receiving the annual award will be Norma Beatty Ashby, Great Falls; Robert C. Bates,
New Canaan, Conn.; Carroll O'Conner, Los Angeles, Calif.; George P. Sarsfield, Butte; Vernon 
F. Spencer, New York, N.Y., and Warren Vaughan, Billings.
The award recipients were selected in recognition of their distinguished service to the 
University, the state or nation and for the honor they have brought to the University and 
themselves.
Mrs. Ashby is in her 10th year as hostess and producer of the "Today in Montana" tele- , 
vision show in Great Falls. The program is Montana's longest running locally produced TV 
show and has won numerous awards from the Greater Montana Foundation.
She is a native of Helena and was graduated from UM in 1957 with a bachelor's degree in 
journalism.
Bates is a foundation executive with the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. He has been associa­
ted with the Rockefeller organization since 1950 and has served as vice president of the 
Martha Baird Rockefeller Music Fund since 1962.
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A native of Great Falls, Bates was graduated from UM in 1936 with a bachelor’s degree 
in economics.
O'Connor, who plays the starring role of Archie Bunker in the hit television series,
"All in the Family," is an actor in films, television and the theater.
O'Connor is a native of New York City. He attended IJM in 1948-49 and was graduated 
from the University College of Dublin, Ireland, with a bachelor's degree in history and 
English literature in 1953. He returned to Montana and received an master's degree in speech 
at UM in 1956.
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Sarsfield is an attorney in Butte. He earned his/degree in business administration 
and his Juris Doctor degree from the University in 1950.
Sarsfield was president of the UM Alumni Association in 1964, and in 1968 was instru­
mental in establishing the UM Alumni Development Fund, a non-profit corporation designed to 
promote and support the University. He served as chairman of the trustees of the develop­
ment fund from 1968-71.
Spencer is editor of Hospital Management magazine, and consultant editor to El Hospital 
magazine in Madrid and to the Hospital Formulary Magazine. He serves as associate professor 
of administrative medicine at Columbia University, New York, N.Y.
Spencer received a bachelor's degree journalism in 1942 from UM. He completed his 
master's degree in administrative medicine at Columbia University in 1965.
Vaughan, who is president of the Security Trust and Savings Bank, Billings, the state's 
largest bank, is the only Montana banker who has served as a class A director of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. He was graduated from UM in 1948 with a bachelor's degree in 
business administration and a Juris Doctor degree from the UM School of Law.
Vaughan is a past vice president of the UM Endowment Foundation, now known as the UM
Foundation.
